
Religious.
YESTERDAYS SPIRITUAL MAMMA.

Tie Churchet and the Conrrewtions, the Ser-
Tlm and thf Sermons.

THE COMING LENT.

The Duty of the Christian to Him¬
self and His Neighbor.

Tie tfearneu of Death and the Glories
of Eternal Life,

Thtaoir of All Kinds.PuAfrentf Philo¬
sophical, Poetic, Profound

and Prophetic.

Alter the are#afwl weather or latt week yesterday
was au immense relier, ana while tbe saints kept
up their aocustomed practice of betaking them¬
selves to the house of their God many a sinner, who
bad been beguiled from nls home by a clear sky
and comparatively cleanly streets, allowed himself
to be further drawn by the magic spell of the church
bells and by memories of a God fearing ohlldhood
within the xacred precincts of the temple. The
kindness of Providence In regard to the weather,
therefore, though It may have tempted some of the
harder cases among the reprobate Into unusual
paroxysms of Sabbath breaking, was, on the whole,
favorable to the Interests of religion, and the
kingdom of Heaven gained, doubtless, a goodly
number of promielng citizens. As night drew on

the Recordiug Angel, perhaps, had to keep the
quills of his clerks driving fast and furious

|n erasing old scores of sins and in¬
scribing in golden letters in tlie Hook of
Life, he lately initiated members of tbe
"redeemed and ransomed band." Howover, litre
Is little fear that he or his assistants will ever have
reason to complain of o very long continued spell of
overwork. Altogether yesterday was in every way

a successful Sunday, ami tlie Hearts ot pastors must
have, indeed, thrilled witn joy tbey gazed upon
tbe earnest fitoes of their numerous and attentive
autileaoes.

FIFTH AVEXUE FKESBITEMAN CHIRCB.

Tke Dmy *«d Obllffatloas *f
Toward Oiber a«d Toward ihe
WorH.DUeourae by l»r. John Ball.
The pleasantness of the Sabbath day Jus> pa-t in¬

duced more lUau the ordinary numbers to attend
church aerviccs yesitrttay, and w» a consequence the
fiitn avenue Presbyterian church was crowuea
to that there was scarcely landing room In t.ie
aisles. There Is no extraneous attraction cither la
the building or the ritual of thl« church to Ura^ the
masses tHither: but there is a power in trie simple
and touching m.inner In which the pveacuer hold9
¦op Christ aad the doctrines ol' the Gospel berore has
audiences for acceptance and imitation. ihe sub¬
ject of Dr. Hall's I'.iscouree yesterday morning was
the duty and obiigati m or churcii members townrd
one another and toward mankind, and was bs«ed
upon a portion of the lesson read, I. Thessalouiaua,

14.">ow wo exhort you, brethren, warn thorn
that are unruly, comfort the feeble-minded, nupport
the weak, be patient toward ail men." No
extended proof is needed, lie said, thai God
intended us 10 be social beings. It is shown by the
tendencies of human natuie. by tlie requirements
of society and by manifold declarations ol the
Divine word. is everywhere a social being,
aadtlu>*e who ha\e buried memoes la woods
nud in dens and caves ar<; exceptions. The budd¬
ing of cities, the app'dancos of trade and corameice
and all our business lelations can be edecied only
^

MUTUAL HEC0GNIT10N Oi THIS fACT,
When those soc iai tendencies briog men together
for vain or unnoiy x urpo^ they became unsocial
and mischievous, aot only to tl* iiidividuak, but to
the race. Go.l has provided for those tendencies in
the tauiily and in tuc Church, and the pub.ic dis¬
plays referred to are opposed to the true social
idea. Such person have a dear 000 friends, but
thev know nothing about their own famlies. bo in
the Church we are connected by belief in the same
truths lor Chrfrtun co-operation in the spread of
those truths. And if we understand our being those
t rtuhs will tjc sai.eafi l mip^'uI ueuci"oi

to

sje. H
SffiiSuSVu ..«< linn '¦ «e»* c-""P'»
tooua*

warn the vsuclt.
This word "unruly" 1- borrowed from mllitaiy

discipline, and the enure!: ol Christ is coinpale
un urmv and t fie members to s.jidieis, w.iose du.ios
rcaulre precision of ino* .ment, ooodlonce to autt.o-
rltr (verses 12 and M and conformity to t.ie tide* ot
association. Of wiw u* Aouhl be "FW.nrte a

Fowar'd the si-reia. oi the common truths believed.,v*.i To suppose Unit mnu.-.ters or church ortlcers
ah)m* are re^pou^Mo lor tin- work is a grave iuIh-.?*ke Ministe r^ luvo tfto le^-t and worst opporiu-iiltte'g for seeia# cburclt woki-jcm; Indeed,
tnev seldom ui* nev*r boe, ami wiuu trie/ do tUex wee
tbeu w their Sabbath aspect, as it were, their best
side appears. But not so their fellow members and^.thimrs who are acquainted, oneu intimately,
int^^he secret s of men- domestlo life and priva e
oharacter. vfnat should we tmnit ol a man who
»nw a ieilow creature drowning and made no etfortrwn htm Mid wrmt si.aU we tuiuk ol tue

. uJrc i iLiem. r woo, seeing other church menabera
in danger.running inw vicums ^j^^ofbeingpertiliiiK iU'-lr ue^ interests and m dangei or oeiiiK
drowned in i^r.Uiion-phil^Oi.nically s,.ecu atts as
to when tiioircuaiige saailoome? cnns.n<.n ocurtcsy
will teach us how and

WUKV '1*111". WAHStNG SHALL BK C»I\ FIN,
with tenderne- hum brotherly compassion and not
wlih cold, dlguitled superiority, lue icelln? and
reasou of the wnmed ""an v. ill lead him appic-hend the motives and to taluk upon his ways ai d
retiace his steps. And even li he does not, he w it
readily acknowledge iha- howe.er mistahen we'ruav lie touching uis i;"rUous oon.ution. we are con-S?«atious in our belie! and u our warning. AmiSwwS »;«.i M ¦" 'i'-
r^hrmt if niemlier^ wouM do i. apiu-ii ijjoua
relates an meldcut of a humming imd, to keep her
litt ie one,- witbin viiti 3tcsr ufitil tlioir vi inj2^ 'Vfc Vsiioiiiz enough to rUp;>orc them m air, eaiar^edSMoreSSS tii" rim of th* nest lrem time to time.
And w ti lit inHUiict that lut e crcatiuc rca*.
cincrht lo icftcti to do (or our fellow 11it*u to Kct'PSSIffi'xS£SfS. " 0 exhort you, tuere.ore, bretn-
reu. warn th« iinrUiy.

COM Oil. T 1 1 K KKF.lt V- >,IN
tn thpni¦Many persons sutler becaus.' ol weakness in tiiera-

aeives. i heir faltli is weak; co^cience is no
Htronic; thev ar»? too ready to unite v^titi tlie
ni»ea^er, and ttilnk only of that rtdeof t tie questioa.It 1h po^Hlblettiat t lie Apostle had iu ills wtna some
huch persons when be peutied ttiese >\or.is. in no
rhurcli have all Christians the same attainments,
borne st long minds get hold ot tilings as u mata -

iiiatician does oi a problem, and cannot t.»o driven
from their point. Oth :s are lacking In eiear-lieadeu-
ucss, but tu»«y make up for It 111 tenderness aad
warmdiearieanesH, in which tliey have a peculiarSo .r ol Uien own. mere is a very great tendency
on the part oi the strong !.' a.fd imm Ilo i°..k witii a
etti»eiciiious eve upon lik weaker biotlu r. He niuit
not coiue int<» the church, and yet the tender, warm-
bearted, blundering brother is oiicn mor<- ti tie to
the cbur. h tuan the other. Comiort tue feeble-

nocourouT iilt£ xhit which comes irom oon's
WORI>.

.A farmer In Ireland suivering from a tumor n his
shoulder .ante to Dublin llospiiai to iia'.e It ic
... . .,,1 It was a uaiiiiul operation, and when it.M^'er ho was asked if he took chioroiorm whil.'
iimii r the kniter De answered, "No. Oh the wail
h uL a caWwifhthls bit ol 8crlpture:-'Thou wilt
keep him in pei l-'cc !«¦;"' "ho-e niiud ^because he trusteth iu Thee.' J his was?nou'irh iOr me. ard I needed no other comfort or
lielp. And tiiu it will ever oe found of tuc-:e who
trust in the herd.

grrroRT the ttkak.
imagine a pers, who has he ¦* »<fni»h to him

^iuichit'W'., he K-ars, pcrOaps. ly B1. Ui hia uuu*

later for mi explanation, but direct* hi* »teplt to *
follow member, witti whom he is more intimate, and
seek* the required support. And that fellow mem¬
ber meets him and greet* him with word*, and man-
uer which, In etfoct, say "You are a very stupid
follow; the preacher can give you Ideas, but he can-
not give you sense to apprehend Hie truth." The weak
brother 1* thrown baok and hindered, perhaps, from
acquiring the very truth whioli Mm houI needs, ftut
you «ay, perhaps, some of tuem are controversial,
sell-Milled, arrogant. Very well; wc have been
so, too. Tlioma* Mcott, one of the greater of
Uible commentators was in that state oucc, though
preaching regularly to a congregation, and m ar him
the great Newton, despised its n Methodist, was
nreachlug to another congregation. Sent won-
aereu at Sew ton's success, though he despised lum
In hi-* heart, and oue evening ho attended a lecture,
wheu Newton ohose his text."lliou <Hlld of the
devil, tnou enemv of all righteousness, will thou n. t
cease to pervert the rltrHTwaya ol the Lord i" It was

a long lime before Scott could be convinced that this
Scripture and the comments made upon it were not
aimed directly at himself. And so embittered v, us
he agalnat Newton he wrote eight or nine iottera to
him, seeking a controversy; but Newton, with Chris¬
tian meekness and forbearance, declined to enter
into any controversy, and replied, "My brothar, I
know where you are, for I have been over that
ground, loo." When afterward floott learned that
The lacture he had listened to wus one of a aeries ou
the "Acts of the Apostle," there were no greater
friends man he and Newtou. and when the latter
was dying he sought to have the other appointed his
successor.
But the text hitherto has had relation only to

Church members and their chndreu, but now It
wideu* out like a river.

BB PArifiNT TOWARD ALL MBN.
Christianity Is not narrow. It tones account of

an men. of evory race. Some may t>a unreasonable.
Paul asked to be delivered from such. And some may
be scoffsra aud denpisers of tne truth. \\ ell, tuev
bring for h truit alter their kind; tltey know not
what they do ; therefore be patient towards all
There is no Pharisaic scorn here, but pure-ml:ided
simplicity. The Greek word means magnanimous,
amfL-. the sauie tuat w used to t>xyress the Lord's
leng suffering. An illustration of tbismngnanimoua
patience was presented irom Jud-on's misstoairy
IU« In linrtuah. where, stepping Irom his boat he
met and greeted a ieui;»ie.u princess of the coua-
try.ana drof j<od a low words of Christian com Tort
In iiei ears ui.u then bade her a nasty adieu itnd
"God bless you." From ttiat titne torth she oeaXcd to
worship lauls, and live years later, when another
luissionai > went to the h tne plt.ee, this wc: an
*ou£ln htm em aud heard the words of truth irom
his lips and became a Christian, aud was (titer-
wards the lustruuiout of founding aud plautinK the
first

INI'BPEXnENT CHRISTIAN CnrBC'H IN Bl'RMAH.
Be patient toward all men. They do not utuier-

I staud you; they do uot like you; they do not wuat to
; belu tructed by you; nevertheless, be patient to-
i ward taem. as God lm.^ been patu-*t toward you.

i Lessons irom our omissions and neglect of the«o
i plrttti t uristidti prece;>ts and tho loss whlcit the

i Church has suffered thereby vitro then enforced,
and tne greater pewer wnkh members have over
ministers In warning the unruly, comforting the
ft eblc-mluded and supporting the weak was aUe
clMiiy pointed out. Maay a man, sai l the Doctor,in c'tos:ii<. on the last round, could say, "Ilerc I am,
ro&f-.y to i luuge into a mist-ruble eternity because
lay brethren saw me going dowu, but earned me
liOt nor reached out a baud to help me.'' Tlieslm-
plo patneso'tiie preacher's cionlci remarks deeply
aflcctea the uudtence ami dr '^ar« from many
eyes, and doubtless led manv t » resolve to do bitter
aud to be mere faithful lu future.

ST. PAIL ME APObTMJ.

The Newneu of Death n.n£ (lie DatlM of
l<ifo~Put 'thine Hons* la Urdci.Srnoon
by ihe Rev. Fitibrr Vcjiii.
This church la situated In Fifty-ninth street,

between Ninth and Tenth avenues, tn fall view of
the noble Hudsou aad Jersey Heights. Though an
awkward plrtca to get to, it w*b crowded yesterday,
as usual, by the most select portion of the catholic
community, drawn t lilt her by the reputed eloqueuco
of the Paulist rather, Mass was celebrated by
Father Spencer, a male choir sinking In alternation,
with the religious In the sanctuary, the Antlphoual
with Gregoriau chant.

After iU« fir-t gojpel the Rev. Mr. Young as¬
cended the pulpit. A! tor reading the regulations
foi Leu; he .iii.J there would be services there on
Wednesdayt and Fridays of evurjr wee* during the
holy season. lustruotl >ns on Wednesdays and the
devotion oi the station or way of the crjss on Fri¬
days. He ruadi; the other usual announcements,
au<; tuMug for his text I malt xxxvilL 1. "Put thy
house lu order, for thou shalt die and not live". he
sum a fricuet about to depart lor Europe remarked,
"1 have

ARRANGED ALL MY AFFAIRS,
so as to have a pleasant journey." lie did well. We
win <lo better, when wo shall lutve all our affairs
arranged for a pleatant Journey to that far off laud
from which we shtUl never return. To die well and
happily we must lulfll our obligations to Qjd, to our
neighbor aud to ouisolves. lie continued.Here l
must confet-s 1 am BotiieWaat troubled to answer
ho* a man who ii near d^ata, whether he be in
good health at tne prusei't moment or given over by
his physic ans, snail satislj the demand n he has
not already doae so. The last ana u-imliy the
most helpless moments of one's life are
hardly the time to give God his due. God'* obit-
gattons are fnitlllea in living, not lu dyiug well,

I God"? obligations begin when we begin to live;
not w hen we begin to die. on, tills lb u sfartl.n^

; truth! What a learful thouglu this must be to lain
who mis never realize it as itle went oil, aud oii.v
begins to think when the terrors oi ihe

I'O .ilNi; Jt 00 >Jl. NT i

[ are casting their shadows before and darKenmg the i
i last hours of his mtsspeut life I hardly know wnat

to any to that m.ui whose life ha? t>eeu lutle more
! than a mocker; of that God whom he pretended to
. serve, whose principles and faith were, indeed,

Carntian, but whom practice isnu worts
have been heathen. He nas been a Catholic.
Oh, >es, in uauie, but not in deed. That he is
a catholic seems to be a happy accident,
for, to judge from tne ludiflcretice he manifests in its

j practice, it is to be feared th.-.t liaa c.ivumsianees
i made him auy tiling else ihe Catholic faith would be

the lust ilitug to whica he would give a .-en-at
I thought. When such are suddenly surprised *. ith

j a mosage |trom death it l- hard to tray how tuey arc
! to prepare to answer to God lor tiieir life. Their

memory brings up little else thau desp.sod warn-
lngH, gi iicc trltied w ith, neglocte t sacraments,
prayeriess days and desecrated Sundays. Ami 1
know not wuere tiiey are io find the iruit tliat
God comes seeking ol them. .oti ! my dear
brethren, that these late workmen in Go I's
service, and th" dying would understand this. Such
u man falls sick; lie sends lor a prle.it; he makes
his confession us well as he can. lie Is net lu a cou-
rtituii to remember the faults of so many years. He
is sorry for ids neglect aud lor ills sins; nut, tell me,
Is he Borrf for what (iod has lost by his c.'.rless life r
Does he express one regret taat Gjti has been di«-
honored bv las bad lue; that the Cfcurju oi tne
faith he professes has been a loser by nlui; that he, I
by his inconsistent conduct, has been a stumbling
block and a rock ahead to the unbeliever
and the scoii'err No; this is the la»t thing taat
troubles him. Wiiat is one to dor Plainly tuts:
iteiigion ougnt to be his all-aesoibing tuought.
Every mom v.i should bj employed wiin a holy
zcaiousy in prayer, le.u God might be lorgoiien
agula. Oue, and only one, desire should rui his
heart.

TO 1.0VB GOD
as perfeotly as he may bciore he dies. He should
frequently call to mind that comiorting assurance
which our Lues.-.ed Loru «lvos to the penitent Magda¬
len. '-Matty sins arc forgiven her, because she luutt
loved much.'' It is not a time for excuses, but a time

of ituuible abandonment tot lie will and aiorcy of God.
To die wc.l and happ.iy, we must, lu tha Second
place, lulfll our obligations to our neighbor. Scarcely
a day of o'.ir life pa- es la which we do noi hud
that o^r neighbor lias something against us. Deots
accumulate, disputes ar«se, tiie lucautioos word is
spoken; the chumeter of our nelgnbor, either from
ou.' iohy or our spite, suiters; reconciliation is not
made, forgiveness is n -liner a-s^e i norgiveu, friends
are alienated, the e>un goes down upon our wrath,
and en the morrow we must die. Wno Is a!.ie to
say when he comes to tne, "l owe no man any¬thing, rnv de 'it' are all p ml, 1 never wronged any
one to wliom 1 did not make re-umi.on. 1 never
lost a friend bin I tound him aguin; l have uotan
enemy en the face oi tiie tarih; ' happy is ihat
ma u, lor he mil

lilK A HAPPY DEATH.
liut how many ttiere are at the hour of death who

And themselves both anwilhng aud unable to paytheir ju '. de!>t^ ! Howmanj who leaveoeaind thumI anuusettlcd iuhcntauce to tiiehf relations, wnich be¬
comes an tu .i- ii ituce of discord, taw suits, enmi¬
ties, deadly reuds an I utiliappiness Ho .v often
men die aud show no leur to ;;o to God with uucleaii
hands, stained by the contact oi iil-gotten goods
and stolen money How ligntly tno wrongs o. a
lifetime weigh upon thetr consciences f "The death
thereof is an evil death, and hell is pieiorabir- to
it.'' \\ care Christians, a. id we should meet deat; like
Christians. ]>eatli in its very uaiuie is iiumiliatnig
aud degradiug tohumun nature, it comiuers us.
It leaves us nor a trace of our Uiierty. not a vlstage
of ottr power. So wonder that i lie Uesh Is weak and
tremHis before it; out tue spirit ennobled with
Christian l'olth aad hope, aud strengtiieneJ with
Christian charity is willing and courageous The
ChrisiiitnV oeath is, then, ilo longer an ignominious
detent, but a glorious sacrifice, Tne rtesh goes, Indeed,
to t be prison of Hie grave; but tne spirit, let treo
from its mortal bonds, mounts to the sxles, to be
crowned with power a a immortality. One thought
alone should occupy our mlud.s lu our last hours.
the* though! ot uniting our souls with God, whom we
are so cooii to meet, i knowitut many persons
think It useless to try to bray when the strength is
failing and tue

HEN'S86 AKE fiROWIN'U DL'LL.Thev can pray lu their souls, as a .-alntly womantold me on her deathbed, seeing that I noticed thebeads in her hands. Slid said 'to me:."I am notable to say my Iwads, father. I take them out tokeep lue company when i feel lonesomeand 1 pray lu my soul.'' Wc may makeall our acts acts of prayer if wo win.Our acceptance ol sickness and death in thespirit of penance Is prsrer. Mv brethren, I havetried to-day to lay before >vu the duties of the dyingt hi Jstluii. soon will some o: you be called upon to
pui them in practice. Are you all ready lor tue la-d
iirvparntiou; b yout iiic t.-aav such us you would

like it to t*, if to-morrow you are to diet trepan
now, (tint you muv he prepared then. Begin lo-aav,
for the hour may come sooner than you imagine In
which you snail hear the awful message from tbo
Lord, "Put thy house In order, for thou shall die
and not live."

fHRIHTIIR FREE daURCII.

Present Year Bodies « Llrlii Mncrlflco.
Sermon by Kor. C. C. Foot*.

The Christian churcli, situated on West Twenty-
eighth street, near Broadway, was yesterday morn¬
ing filled with a very respectable assemblage, who
ll«teaed with much attention to an Instructive dls-
course dollveied by the pastor, Rev. 0. 0. Foote.
The ohurch Is quite an unpretending structure, bo h
w.tbout and within, and is dcooruled with that sim¬
plicity which bespeaks more regard for Inward reel¬
ing than outward show, and shows that the edifice
Is Intended for the worship of Qod, and not as a

temple of fashion, dedicated te Dives.
The text of the sermon was taken from Bt. Paul's

epistle to the Romans, twellth chapter and first
verso."1 beseech you, therefore, brethren, by the
mercies of Qod, that ye present your bodies a living
saorlflce, holy, acceptable uuto God, which is

your reasonable service." The reverend preacher
commenced by explaining that this exhortation was
the outgrowth of & previous portion of ihe epistle,
and tnat tho theological argument of whtcii it treated
was the deepest and broadest of an? of the apostoiio
teachings. Ihe keynote of the text was sacrifice,
ana It oulls upon u* to make

SAiRlFlOIAL OFKKBINOS
All nations from uli age-* have relt that some sacri¬

fice wn-! due to their deity. In oldon times the sacri¬
fice consi-ted of tsmpoml goods, wiilch were laid on
the aHar of nod; for, us the Blbie teaches, it is
utterl, impossible to roach God except by way of
the altar. The offerings of the Jew? were c ilvcs, or
lambs, or klus, or oxen, and they led thetn to the
tei'ifle, wnere thoy weie luld upon the aiur and Itn-
moiatcd bt the sacerdotal axe. Tho Geatuos irc-
qucutly offered nuinan saorldccs.not themselves,
but their prisoners of war or their slaves. But a
sacrifice it oo eiUvacions must be voluntary; for clod
»ai l uuto Muses, when building, to take only volun¬
tary offerings, and not tisoBe given under compul¬
sion. Mr. 1 oote men proceedei to say that

NOrtOOY OtaHT BE MAP* A OUHISIIAX
Unless he himself desires it. Never, sv.d be, bo
como a Chrl uau ouless of your own wish ana un¬
less determtued thai it shall be forever. It was said
ol some ol our generate during the late war tu.it
they ulwiiys planned Une-> of retreat before going
Into battle, while of others It was related that they
tore up bridges behind thorn aid made no calcula¬
tions except for goicK forward, bo should a Chris¬
tian destroy all vestiges of mii in his soul, and re¬
solve nc.er to retreat from <>od once he had em¬
braced 111* holy doc trines and offered hiuiseit as u
living saorlflco. He then alluded to those Chris¬
tians who say, "Oil, 1 love God and try to
do llw wilt, but I don't think it neces¬
sary to go to cliuroH ot1 be so strict.''
But. said be, what sort or a Christian is ne who goes
out into the world and aots co that no one would
suppose that he knew thoro was a God, or that nc
eve>- imia homage to lllin or offered any snorliice on
Mis altar 1 And God is very particular as to the
sacrifice offered to him. When living sacrifices ol
sheop and oxen were offered they should he without
blemish. Jt would not do if they wore blind or
scarred, or lame or badly fed; they sfioul A be without
bu rnlsh or aialu. lu the Book of Malachl is to be
found proof or this when It speaks or tho.<o Jews
who, having become so uttached to their worldly
possesions, sacrificed what v, as of no use to Wom¬
an ox which had been lamed or

A CALF THAT WAS BADLY FEO,
or anything tnat had been rendered useless fof
other purposes; and, finding that they were de¬
prived of that temporal prosperity which they ex-

I pected, they cried out to the Lord, asking him why
he had not blessed them; and, as tiie prophet toils
us, he answered them, saying, "You have polluted
my altar by your imperfect sacrifices; theroiore tue
sacrifice offered to (-od must be without blemish,
and Christians oncrlng themselves imus, do it with
their whole heart and in the flrui determination not
to again withdraw the use Ives from tne influence of
tneh Heavenly Father."'

In conclusion Mr. Foote urged his congregation to
follow the commands of Scripture, as expressed in
the words ol his text, but to do it voluntarily, aud,
said lie, let those who to-da> feel themselves ready
to respond to the call, do so, but only those who
ao.it wiih their whole heart aud who are resolved to
keep In the way of the Lord and follow in his divine
lootsteps.

FIFTH AVEWE BAPTIST CHURCH.

Tlie I'owtr of Prayer.Application to Clod
and Man.Aucicnt and Modern Kxumplf-
Scrnon by the Hex. l>r. Aimltaxe.
The lovely spring weal her yesterday morning left

no excuse lor the lazy and the indolent who might
be Inclined to plead the inclemency of the elements
as u reason for being Ktay -at-homes from church.
The morning was brigtit and slightly breezy, with a
health-giving air that tonded to invigorate the most
plethoric or phlegmatic of natures. Crisp and dry
as the sidewalks were, wltn an unclouded sky over¬
head, It was even more pleasant to go to church

j than to spend the forenoon "round tn? lionsV
I Those ol the Itev. Dr. Armiiage'a congregation, at the

Fifth avenue iiapust church, 'west Forty-sixth street
(U there ha 1 been any sluggard enough among them
toh.ive stayed at home), wno might have lapsed yes¬
terday, woaid have i#st uu ab.e and interesting dis-*
course, ilut the churcii was well lilied with

AX AUDIENCE KEEN TO Ai'FKECIATI
the preachers eloquent remarks, albeit the fairer
portion or the coagrcgalion were not unmindful of
the 'vain things of this world," which, in their
case, ever signify, at this season, the newest and
the choicest ol spring toilets.
The liev. I)r. Armitage made the subject of his

sermon ' The Power of Prayer," and took his text
Ironi James v., 10."Th J effectual, fervent prayer of

n righteous man availed much.' He said:.God
does not requite man to pray tor the sate of praying,
Irrespective of its remits. \\ hen those of ancient
times insolently said, "What is the Almighty that
we should serve him." they were utterly Ignorant of
the impression which prayer is desigued to make
upon God nu t man. For, according to the text,
pru.ver n larg !.v aviilbng.how largely we cannotiieiiue>S,it .suiilcieiuiy so :o open ant shut heaven.
so tiiat*\s tne ocean exceeds a liioo. as tho globeexceeds Ja atom so

JHK l!LE 8SINGS OF PRAYER
exceed tne blessing* of prayerfillness. Therefore it
Is useless to attempt anj description of that which
surpasses the power of language. In this view of
prayer it maybe more proataole at o.ioe to lilus-
irate rather than explain the power of the "effec*
tive, lerven: prayer' up m Hod and uiin. flits the
inspired apostle proceeds to do with a fearless
dignity of words worthy of a prophet. In tne wis¬
dom of age and plenitude of Inspiration he givesthe keys of heaven into the hands of laithiul and
earnest prayer. "Kiljah prayed earnestly that it
might not rain; and it rained not on tae earth bythe space of three years ami six mouths. And he
prayed again, and Hie heaven gave ram, and the
Earth brought forth her fruit." There is a marvel¬
lous power that

111 IJ.I n EAVES ANP BAKTH
together; that brings the hand ol Jehovah ana the
haild of man into sy mpaihy.

Hr make* ti.e yrass the bi!!» adore;He cictbc-3 tin- mul. lug Holds wiln corn.

Queen Elizabeth ouoe toox her ring from her
Anger ami gave it to u dlsi lugulshed u >bleman or
her realm, Wt n tne promise ttlH whenever ho
should fail into uanger lie should send the ring back
to her and she would not onlv lemeinocr him but
relieve nun. Into mat ruia sue had conllded all the
pierogaiives ol her throne upon the honor of her
word, and ail the powers of her monarchy were

I'LEPOEU TO Til K EAICL OF ESSEX.
Could there be a happier image of tne potency
which has lodged in tae breath of prayer ? Uo has
put the s.guet of power on tne linger of every man
who spreads lorth ins hands In fervent prayer; and
us me pledge Is raised before Hie eternal throne
every gem is eloquent with boldness anil ra aant |\>Uu nn^iti. fins is the omnipotent plea...Thus
sit: ill the Lord, the Holy one of Israel; ask mo of
to. ir-j to come, and concerning tie work of my jlianas command of me.-' Thus in an accommodated
sense ile clothes the arm ot human greatness wiln
the po.vei o omnipotence; i»o that one of our poets
boldly and truly King-1, '

I'r.ycr moves ttie hsnd that mom tlic world.
Prayer t-e ures all the resources of divinity for !

weak humanity. Lift up holy hands to God without I
wrath and doubting, and "it shall coma to passbe ore tin y call. 1 will answer, and while tner an-
yet speaking l will hour.-' fn j very weakness oud
iiclplcainew or me eupphani gives that energy to
prayer which

HTIlW Tlir BKlTItS "OF OMN tTOThSCK
to immediate help. Tne languishing *Sgh of a
crushed spirit ilie i faster than a ray of light shoots
from me eye of the brighten »,tur; it soars w hero
the e.iKie never soared, and U lodues where an angeinever lodged, i he first (Milling oiy of cxnaustion
from the praying breast aeuds a thrill of boundinghelp through tne naked imu or the Uodhead. Thesuppliant may ne a blinp:t Hannah, speaklug "in her
heart; oaly her Hps moved;" or a lisping Samuel,huymg, ".speak, Lord; thy servant heareih;" lie
may oe u blud o iggar,

0B0K1N0 Foil A 8MIJ.Kfrom God's ere, If Imply he mar find it; or It tnav beadying thief groammr lor one thoagut or remem¬brance In the divine heart, that he may live in theheavenly kingdom lorever. Martin Luther once sawthe Gospel brought Into great straits, and he seemedto be sealed up from a'.i possible Bourses of deliver¬ance. Uo ramamiwusod thai; t.n» h!agdoih of heavensuiTvretli violence and tao v oleat taketh it by force;ho at once he betook himself to the strong ann orGod and took hold of it In larth, determined never to
cease his wrestling gi.isp ml he prev'tiied. Atlength he rose, and cheeriullv coming forth Irom biscloset he triumphantly exclaimed,

"VICIilW! VK.'IMtrt! VlCIMl'Sl"Immediately there came forth a decree rrom CharlesV. proclaiming that no per.,on should 03 molest idfor professing the Gofpel. Jliaek clouds fringed withthe di'w of blood tiuug over the Church, but in Meaiuor Luther's prayer.-; swept the vengeful ^aio or I
fi'-v&y. Aiul i*n u U with tue privilege of righteous

men to offer holy violence to doU In prayer. Joat m
an army besieges a city and takes it by force. so,
says our saviour, the violent take blessings In prayer
by force. You Knock at heavou's gates aa«l

TBI HBABT UK JKHOTAB
flies open before t lie resistless eloquence ef prayer.
.It averts Judgments, it removes defection. It ralti-

R sites suffering, it sustains luflrmlty. It vanquishes
te powers of darkness, perfects the Christ uo graces

and opens the Kingdom of heaven to all believers.
This is tne power ol pram- as it acts on God, and no
less powerful Is it as It ucts upon the fervent sup*
pliant himself. It Is said of
ARCHIMEDES, TUB FAMOUS MATHEMATICIAN OP

SYKACl'SH,
that ho fonod a curious Instrument for teverage, of
which ho said tliat if he could flnd a place outside
of tho earth to flx u over ho could pry the very Harm
out of Its foundations. Bueh u lever is prayer, which,
if you plant it upon the promises of God, lifts
roil up to the skies, changes your earthly doslres
luto heavenly conceptions and converts Earth into
henven. Thus prayer exerts a most benellclnl reflex
Influence upon tne spirit and character of htm who
.Bern it uue of the most delightful exercises of
the Christian heart Is to trace this blessed influence
upon those who pray. It adorns and beautlUes
tUose upon whom it reflects its light. It keeps the
Christian graces alive aud strong wltUln them. It
Illuminates tne mind with the most heavenly wis¬
dom and strengthens It to triumph over the spirit of
tho world.
At the conclusion of Dr. Armltagc's discourse

Mr. Dodge made some remarks relative to tho need
there was for money to carry on the work of the
Missionary Union. The collection yesterday at this
chinch was devoted to tne aid of that society. A
handsome collection was taken up.

ST. JOSEPH'S ROMA* CATOOLIC CHURCH.

The Ittr. Father Fmrrell Defines Hla
Position.

At the conclusion of the gospel at the ordinary
high mass yesterday at St. Joseph's, the pastor, the
Rev. Father Farrell, ascendea the pulpit, and, refer¬
ring to the restrictions put upon the faithful for
their observance during Lent, he said it was not ad
vtsable for men who had to work either with their
hands or brains to live on one meal a day. Men
down (own, whose minds are constantly engaged in
devising opportunities to get tliolr bauds into other
men's pockets er to Keep oLher men's hands out of
their own, could scarcely get on with

Sl'CU MEAGRE PARE.
The pastor strongly urged his congregation to en¬
deavor rather to deprive themselves of the use of
liquors, which had a demoralizing and evil influ¬
ence, than allow their health to suffer from loss 01
customary iood. In leierrlng to a fierce attack
made upoa him by a religious journal in its columns,
he said a short tlmo ago a lady ran arter him in the
street and asked him if he had become a Baptist
miuistor. Unprincipled men, without a just couccp-
vion ot tho lujdr^ tuey may do, start these

F<tOM8K THINGS
In the minds of the people, uud uo one ever knows
where thoy may end. These are the assumed
leaders, and tho most of us Enow where their te*cn-
Iu«h lead. The only black spot upon the record of
the laboring classes in iiew York was tho burning
ol an orphan asylum. After showing how un¬
merited

tub ONSUAUUirr uton him
had been, ana tristiug all his traduoera and enemies
would everywhere meet tho torgiveness he irecly
accorded them in a spirit of charity, he went on. It
is always very pamtul for a man to be obliged to
speak oi Uiinselt, yet such 1a my unpleasant position
now. As rumors have been recently circulated to
the effect tnat l had been removed from the pastor¬
ship of this cimroa, boeu'ise of certain acts and ut¬
terance* of mine, especially of recent date, 1 feel It
to be proper to inform you that l am not removed
and t hat i am

NOT TO IlB nUUOYBD.
At the came time I desire to say that It would
grieve me exceedingly, no matter what may be my

> opinions in matters where Catholic faith leaves us
free, tnat any one snould interpret any word or act
oi mine In a sense contradictory to the teacnlugs of
Hhe Church ot Clou, which has had my love and
altcgiauce from childhood. 1 have dedlcuied ray
whole lite to the study of Catholic truth, and it has
been my happiness tor many years to preach to you
that truth, and uow 1 desire to declare above all
things that i am

A LOTTNG AND L0VAL 80.V
ot the Church of Christ, and that in no one
will you find a more sincere adhosion to tne
doctriuai decisions ot the Church, whether promul¬
gated through the general councils or by tlio Holy
bee. Instead ol being cast down by the unplea¬
santness caused by tneso rumors, 1 desire, my dear
people, to take occasion from it to dedicato myself
with renewed energy to your splutuai waila re aud
to impress more earnestly upon your iuind» and
hearts the teacaing and practice of our holy religion.
Alid uow, while

SINCERELY THANKING THE PRESS
of tho coaniry tor the kind aud respcctim manner
in winch it lias always spoken of iue and in which
it has lately allude I to me, 1 must express to you,
my people, and to my fellow citizens ot all denomi¬
nations, my profound esteem for tho general war.11
aim substantial sympathy manifested toward me
durlnglhe.se patuiul rumors. In conclusion, I will
say tuat I have loved my religion t»etier lha* my
lire, aud I have also loved liberty with a very ardent
devotion. Our religion does not forbid, but raiher
B.'.nctuics it. Tnerc is no incompatibility between

UBLIU10N ANII TRUE I.tltiJKTV
any more than there is between religion and true

i science. A rnau may adore uevoutly before the
i altar oi owl and worship enthusiastically beiore trie

bin me o' liberty. While loving my religion more
man Uie, 1 wi I ever, under its guidance, hate
tyraunj, oppression, Injustice aud w rong, aud give
my sympathy and assurance to the oppressed anil
the mulcted tho world over.
The leverend gentleman then read the letter

which ho had written to the Archbishop, and de¬
scribed the scene that took place on their meeting
in so touching a m inner tliat he retired from tne
pulpit, leaving his congregation in tears.
The music at Huh ehurcii is very Une. Gerutl's
MM in C was selected yesterday ; but the oele*

| brants' vestments and the altar covering being pur-
pie uie btorlft was omitted.
Madame Anna Martincy, the soprano, Bang a soio,

durlug the interrupti n caused by tne moving ol
the pulpit, In magmllcent style. 1 he other ladies
and gentlemen of tne choit are Mrs. Kennedy, Mr.
liubner, Mr. ilaUuer, and Antonio ceiiarttucz,
org aunt. i

chirch or m ; mkssmh.

Tlir Itelntlon* Between (ioil and Mnn-St-r-
mou bj' I hi: l(cv. »r. Ilciiwiirlh.

As usual thin haudsome edifice was crowded yes¬
terday morning with the representatives ol the ton
v.-lio d well on ana near Murray lllll. 1 Uo popular
pa»tor, Rev. Dr. Hepworth, by his recent short ab¬
sence seemed to be made more popular, and when
he useended the pulpit a general and spontaneous
smile ol pleasure and thankluiness seemed to per¬
vade the entire congregation.pleasure at seciug the
beluved pastor again and thankfulness because he
had travelled so tar over the railways una had re¬
turned uQliurt.
Mr. Ilepworih took his text from 9t. Jolut, ill.,

16."For Cod so loved the world that He gave liU
c>uly begotten teou." He said:.These are golden
woros, and such Is their niigfct) sign I ilc-a nee tat
the.* have become the standpoint from which the
whole world looks at Deity. The Apostle touched a
chord In the great human heart which will forever
vibrate wiih gratitude. The word.-* may be regarded
a) indicating the peculiar character ol (he Christian
religion and Its claims upon our allegiance. Tney
lUt th? whoio Christian scheme above, very lar
above, all possible systems of philosophy, and make
it an outgrowth and a proot of God s «rrat love lor
us. .No uuiusfirc-i muii could have uttered tho text,and

NO 1.00tC OF SCIKNCK
could have ctodiiced it from the known laws of mind
or inuiter. li is 'lie aanuuciatloa 01 a new policy 01'
the cutrance into history ol new spiritual lorcea. As
the warrior who lead} a nation 10 name issue" u
proclamation 1 lling what lie proposes to do iu the
policy oy winch lie is 10 be guided, so thus Christ
and his Apostles preached certain plain, but before
unknown, truths as the foundations of the
kingdom ol Cod. And these truths tell a
wondering and a grateful worm of tho relation In
which Cod stands 10 us, and ol tli ; possible relation
In which we stand to llliu. 1 thl ilc we shall never
quite got used 10 the groat truth .vliich the text pro¬claims. i marvel .11 it mure n;id more. And as
snarp-ei ed science In these latter dajs discloses
more and more of th'1 majesty of Deity, discoveringto us the magnitude 0; Ills power and the depths 01
Ills wisdom 1 am all the more

LOST IN WO.VDKR AND AWE.
That He. tho Creator or all worlds, should care for
you and ine enough to regard our utile lives a> of
any moment whatever, staurgers the understanding.B11 ilia; lie stiouid take such Jeep lntcre-t In us all,
the nighest and the lowest a.lko, as to give us the
Lord's Prayer, which permits in to call lXIm Fatuer
and to go to ilim for strength when all enrihly
power tails us, and should tuca declnre that lor iu.tr
we shall lose our way He sends ills only
begotien Son to tell-us by example, as well as pre¬
cept, of the beauty 01 a holy life, is something wluch
no mancau understand, but which rouses

TI1K HOMKSr EMOTIONS
or tho heart. Not one is forgoneu. Cod is your
lather, whoever you are. Poor, Ill-treated u.v the
world, sin-stricken and guilt.v one, reeling .*urc iliat
no man cares for you, God is your Heavenly leather,and you take no step without His help, and you are
always protected by His power. And to save youfrom yourself, aad to bhovv you the way out ol your
despair, out of your remorse, out or vour misery,the Christ, tne onlj" (Jo'iot Gof.t that lies ever been
liego'ton by the special aot ol the Almighty, has
come with cheering words and lioly promises.

MO MOBK C'l'BsSKS OK 1'UILOSOPHV,
no more mere opinions of great men, but a revolu¬
tion, attended wiih miracles, to make you sure that
your truest rrlcnd.tho one Who will help you most
willingly and judge you mo*t charitably.Ls He
whom you have never wen, but who watches youwith more than a mother's solicitude ami care.
Now ir we can maxo ourselves worthy of thai reve¬

lation, and aot according lo Its spirit, now nuob ed
w'li our soma beueuic and how pure aud bcuutuul

will oar lives be I Yoi can so to wm la your yoath
and He will make your joys brighter; you can go to
Him la middle lUe and lie will make your duties
plainer; you can go to Ulm in Tour age and He wiU
give you a deeper faith, and wtien you die you will
go to Him and to heaven, borne upward by the
angels, whoaiog. "Our Father,"

CBI'KiH OF THE DIVINE PATERNITY*

The Burdeaa wo Hum Bear for OarwlvM ui
Olhorr-Dliceurte by Bev, Dr. C'bapia«

Aa Invariably la the ease on every Sabbath morn¬
ing, there waa yesterday morning a large congrega¬
tion at the Church of the Divine Paternity, or, as It
la now popularly known and designated, Dr.
Chapln's church, corner of Fifth avenue and Forty-
fifth street. After the usual prefatory exercises,
comprising grayer, reading the 8orlp;ures, some
very excellent singing of select pieces by the very ex-
cellent choir, and singing by the congregation of the
hymn beginning

Come to the house of prayer.Come, ye afllloled, oome ;The uoa oC peicc *ha:l meet ycu there.
He mufcea th»t house Hla own.

Then followed
TBI B1BKOH,

delivered by the ttev. Dr. Cttapln, pastor of the
church. His text was Galatlans vL, 2-5:."Bear ye
one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of
Christ. For ir a man think himself to be something
when he is nothing he uecelveth himself. But let
every man prove his own work, and then shall he
have rejoicing in himself alone and not In another;
for every man shall bear his own burden."
HH first point was the Importance of regarding the

whole of trutii aside from Its distinctive features.
There was not a doctrine undsr the Sun that cannot
rind support In the Bible by taking parts of pas¬
sages. it. was necessary to uaep view 01' the con¬
necting l*uks to see tne beauty or the whole. Dwell*
ing on tills point at considerable leugth, snowing j

THK DUTIES Of MINISTER,
In preaching and interpretation of text, he pro¬
ceeded to speak directly of tne subject matter con*
tamed In (be text. Tne great argument., he insisted,
was that every man should examine himself. Tmk
examination will sho.v tliat no Is liable to the uiis«
takes and imperfection* of otiic ;s. livery man has
hla burdens. Humanity is loaded witn burdens.
Some of these Inhere with ourselves and must be
borne by ourselves. First the coxt referred to the

BL'KDZNS 01'' FAULTS AND aj.sa.
The injunction of the text was to hsip others bear

them. We are to consider circumstances. Justice
and charity are Bvnouvruoua. What was tlie train¬
ing of ttie man? What was bis moral e;juipmeutf
How did he go lorih into tlio world ready to da it*
battles? We must view all these points. By the
organism of society we ute bojn l to lu^ke laws.
But little of charity enters into eur m juern nuu.au
laws. What a difference i» made between ihc poor
man who has ntolen ten cents und uie

MaGNUIOEnT *W1S1»MSK
! who gambles largely in stooks and throw-* dice for

j the millions oi others 1 Kvery one has his burden.
he who has fallen In ename in and lie whose t-ius are

: nocret. In every oa»e where mere is evident peni¬
tence they were bound to forgive. W hat a Hypo¬
crite is ho who will year after year nurse a bitu-r
hate and seek and vow revenge tor some fanclod
wrong, and yet stand up in cnureh aud

MUMULK OVEa TUB LORD'S PRATER.
It is our duty to piuck the brand from Hie burning.Whatever we do for others, they still must bear the.r

own burdens of sin aud sorrow. It is not the se¬
verity of punishment that la potent, but us surety.
ru:ilshmcut may check the man, punishment may
mop him In his impious career, but It Is mercy that
miut restore him. The groat Idea was mat they
should be "Just as considerate lor others as they
would have others considerate for them. There was
in the community a

HEU0RSELKS8 HUNDER FOR SCANDAL.
Instead of consideration there is growing dis¬

trust and censortousni'ss. The censorious man is
seir-Riorious.is like tne Pharisee, wno thanked Ood
that he was not like tne poor publican, it was their
duty to probe deeply their inner lives. Having dwelt
eloquently on this branch oi his subject, he spoke of
burdens us meaning griefs, hoitowh, heart¬
aches. Napoleon at Sr. Helena never said

a better thing tuau when, us an overloaded porter
came along, he told a party of gontlemcn and ladles
to respect the burden, pointing to the porter, lie
tolu a beautiful Incident connected with the xlege of
Metz, and irom tins pictured lite among the lowly in
our great city, aud how heroic bearers or the bur¬
dens oi others are to be lo ind here. He referred to

TUE LATE ACCIDENT
on the Hudson lUver Kuilroud, us alluded to in an
editorial in some religious paper, nils editor's
comments were subjected to a scdthiu^ analysis. In
conclusion he dwelt upon the manifold but.lens of
sin and sorrow ana suffering Hil have to bear. To¬
day cauio lrom poor, wrecked France, splendid lu
lier past history una stug^eritij under her present
w< l*ui of woe, appeals to heip bear hei burdens.
He closed with u nioai stirring appeal for Trance.

A collection in aid oi France was taken up alter
the close of the seruion aud then with prayer, sing,
lug and benediction the exercises were con, iu ted.

TEE CHURCH OF ST. JUIKS,

Hcruion by tho Iter. Father Allun, of Novn
Hcotln.The C'erlnlnty o. I»cnlh.

Though the church of St. James is usually filled at
the late service, on yesterday the large edifice was
crowded to excess with a most resectable congre¬
gation. 'fills was no doubt atti unliable to the
bcnutilnl weather which prevailed, and whicn In¬
duced many, who woultt otherwise have performed
their devotions at an earlier hour, to wait until they
could make their orisons aud enjoy the propitious
season at the same tlmo.

After the first gospel the Rev. Father Allan, of Nova
Scotia, who is not altogether unknown to New
Yorkers, ascended the aitar and delivered a most
Impressive discourse oa the

MUTABILITY OF Ul'MAN' AFFAIRS
and the certainly of death. The reverend gentle¬
man first read tho Gospel which was recited at the
mass of the day, commencing at the eighteenth
chapter ana thiriy-fiisi verse ol St. Luke, niter
which he took for his text the words. "And as It
Is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the
Judgment,'' Hebrews lx., 27. lie said that us we
are about to enter on the holy season of L;nt a few
observations on these worus of the Apostle Paul
would not be out ot place. Ity wuoin, iie
asked, was ihLs dreau sentence ot cer¬
tain death pronounced'; By the Ituler of
the Earth: by the Creator of all tningi; by lilni who
commands tue winds to be caim ami the disturbed
wa ers to lie still. All Ills creatures obey ilia com¬
mands aud carry out His will to tho fuile-t, but one.
Yes, there is one creature aloue who does not obeylln command. Who Is It, he asked, that dares to
dictate, as it were, to God? Which being, sprunirfrom Ills almighty hand, dares to set up Its own
stubborn will against the decrees ol Its Creator 't It
Is pour, weak man ! Christians, for whom a God's
blood was shed, tne only creature who rcluse to
obey God's will Man, the most lavored of God's
creatures,

AI.ONE RKFC3ES TO DOW DOWN
to nis divine command. The preacher then. In elo¬
quent language, adverted to the eag "mens witn
winch men pursued their win idly a\ oca l ions aud
the Indifference which they display in thai In which
alone they should be .serious, and to which all other
pursuits are but moans to au end.namely, prepara¬tion for the accomplishment ot their <>. nig.a nappydeath. Passing through the crowded s; reel sot our
busy city, lis continued, what relictions suggestthemselves lo us. We see men hurrying to aud fro,thoroughly absorbed in that in which they are en¬
gaged, and wlin what end ? To gain rl< lie*. Ask
one ol these did he reflect, when he started
In the morning lrom his home, that be-
lore lie returned ueaiu to It at nightthe gloomy ponal ol deain may have dosed uton
Uitn tor ever. We will assuredly answer "So." Tne
world seeks but vanity. What, lie asked, arc our
preparations ior that groat end, tne "ultima tinea
rtsrani y" Wltn many more is 110 such tiling as
prayer. The day commences as though there were
no Creator to be petitioned for favors, and closes as
if thore were no God to be thanked lor Ills mercies
In preserving us from the evils which surround us
every hour ol our lives, our life is but a routine,
accumulating nn upon sin. Let us take the miser.

H K U0W3 DilWS
before riches as his divinity, lie loses his soul for
wretched oojects which will perish with his ownmisferable lite. He may be courted by tne great ol
this world, and if he be not bound down baud and
loot in his haukering alter wealth lie may dispense
a portion ol it, to curry favor with them, liut ask
him to give to "God's own,'' the poor, to whom u
cup ot cold water, given In God's name, will not be
without its reward, and with a shudder ol disgusthe win reiuse. Again, let us tako uie sinner. He
trembles Willi horror at tho pronunciation of the
Word death. And yet

DEATH WILL CERTAINLY COMK
upon linn, it will come to all, iroin tno monarch to
the peasant. All mu-t return to Mother fciarth and
thcu appear befose the tribunal ol an offended
God. dow fares it, at that last terrible moment,with those who liuvo sought only worldly objectsand pleasures? The sinner is suddenly taken sick.
Ail is done lor him that human skill enn do. He Ls
pronounced beyond hope ol recovery. Ibephy-I-ciaus will not afford a ray of comforl to Ills inflictedrelatives. WnUperlntQ DH ?ar Hint he la »'>yui to
go beiore His God, aud I Hat he must relinquish for¬
ever tho world aud lis pleasuies, and what fear
seizes upon him lie would give all the gold iu the
universe to be reconciled with hla Creator. Then
all the sins ot his llfo rise up
, . IN UHASl'LY ARRAYbefore him. Then, lor the first tunc, ho appreciatesall i hose lessons of vlrluo which had been pouredinto his ear while his life was yet young, and ere
V'Cf had [Hid fi M J ill hold OH 111 111.
Tho reverend gem Ionian then eloquently con-tra-ted the death ot tue sincere Christian, wiio haslabored hard to prepare properly for the dreau hour,with the sad picture of a sinner's dfeatlibed. wlin

what cheerfulness docs he not obey tho command of
Godl He ct.'inmenffes ins uay by offering his heart toGod that he may spend it In conformity with 11 tsdivine will. Again at night lie bows down in
gratitude, and thus lrom day to day he
goes on, until the last moment comes. lie,too, must ale. iUu uilaL.tyr of ic'igiou ts ,

Mat for. With whal affection dees he not reoeive
Urn? With what attention doss he not luted
to the admonition* of hi* spiritual oonsoiorf
With what joy does he not reoeive the last sacra¬
ment t anch ought to be the Urea of all of us. ttaieh
oui?ht to be our death. Lite Is short; eternity U
long. Not for the lormer ought we to work. Wa
should often ask ouraeives the trying question. "U
God called <>n me at this moment, woald I be pro-
pared to meet Him r" God is merciful. Dut there is
a limit to His moroy. If that silent mentor, our con-
soieuce, tells us that we have done our best to pre*
pare lor our end we should rejoice and thank the
Almighty. We should make more resolutions to
persevere in our good course, and then we may
rest assured that during life we shall hare dona
God's will, and when death pomes we shall be pre¬
pared to meet our God, ana that before us lies a
glorious and a happy eternity.
Before the conclusion of the aernee the pastor, the

Rev. Mr. Farrellr, read the regulations for Lent pub-
1 tailed by the Archbishop, and explained at lentft 1

the different classes of persons to whom the laws for
Lent apply and ihe extent to which they are obiured.
The oholr performed Weber's mass, the Crmto of
which was rendered excellently by Messrs. Lottf
and Band, Mine. CoUettl and Mile. Leldeker.

CHURCH OF ALL SOULS,

Sermon by the Rot. C. O. Carpenter, of Boa*
(.¦.Joy the Moot Baaoattal Firakars of a
Well Ordaleed Seal.Did Oar Lard aai thf
Apoetlea Ever Iadalae la Laaehter f

A large oongregatlon attended dlnae ssrvloe yes¬
terday at inis fashionable temple of liberal Uhrla-
tlanity. in the absence of the Rev. Dr. Bellows ttia
Rev. Mr. C. 0. Carpenter, of Boston, dlsooaned on
J, Thessalonlans, v., 19."Rejoice evermore." Ha
said:.it is a curious proof oi man's want of faith U(
himself and In his Creator that

TBI BUST rKOPLB IN TEH WOBI.D
In the ages past have been unwilling to recogrtaQ
as right and legitimate all the faculties which God
originally put into the human souL No faculty,
perhaps, has been more dishonored by the low
esteem in which It has been held, and by the sus¬
picion that some peeuiiar depravity Is attaohed to It
than the ono to which appeal Is made la the text
Somehow It has been conceived that gladness
and goodness arc natural enemies, and that the way
to be hupp* hereafter wih to be as miserable as pos¬
sible here, but against this prevalent ndsconjep*
tlon it should be remembered al. true Ule means
true joy; that they are one aud Inseparable, since
Cod lias associated them together, ana that we can*
not part with the Joyous clement or our experience
without ouilttlug nn indispensable part of

TUB FUHNnUttE OF A WBLL-ORDBKBD SOUL.
Our natural gladness Is a prophecy of a deeper

and more spiritual Joy.a prophecy which has been
and is eier being fulfilled, as the best men
ami women In all a^es could certainly tea-
tiry. Our Mviae Mailer, auild His sorrows, was
etur buoyed up and supported by an Inward felicity,
lie epeans of ills joy as It it were His great posses¬
sion, and uplifts the prayer that this joy may be la
ills disciples. 1 am aware that the advocates of
austerity m religion have made much or the barrel*
l'act that there is no proot on reoord that

JHSITS KVBB drflLBD.
To which it might be a sufficient answer to say that
ttiure is uo evidence iroin the narratives, to my re¬
membrance, that either Matthew or Luke, or John
or 1* ter or Paul ever indulged iu laughter. But we
are very sure thev did. becauso we know they were
men. is it possible to imagine that Jesus could
take little children in His arms and Uesfl
litem In His cordial human way without hav¬
ing His heart, If not Uls face, overspread
with a smile? Is it possible that He should bo
present at wedding leslvitlos and not share In tM
generul gladoess 1 Is it possible taat He could have
said to one oi Uls disciples, "Thou art l'eter, and oa
tnls rock".

PLATING THUS UFOK TUB NAMB.
without having a joyful leellng inthemlna? No,
never man lived with so great a Joy as He, though
doubtless it was deeply hidden from human eyes.
Certatnlv au essential pre-requislte of this true reil-
city is right moral action. No bad man can ever
know this ioy, so loug as he loves his badness. He
may be liappy at times, and It Is never U>
be averted that wickedness is not attended with
certain unhealthy forms of delight, but happiness Is

a more superficial feeling than joy. And now, la
conclusion, oontlnued tue speaker, let me leave the
Impression that the lite which tiod would have us
live is not a dry and barren one, stripped of all tell-
cltl s, but one which in the richness or its hopes and
loves aud joys shall be the Image and echo of EUa
own. *

A CIIRlSTIAV I.IKE
means enlargement, completeness, soundness In
body ann som and spirit.means even faculty in its
place an I doing Its proper work. It is s mistaken
lio'lon ihat Christianity imposes any restraints, that
It bltuds our eyes, or oiogs our ioet, or ties our
bands. Let ine implore yo *, my dear friends, to ap¬
ply more and moro and more tins true conception of
Christianity t o yoor own life au'i conduct. will
llic dawn of Heaven bejlu to greet your eyes; so
will you make life death, and Uts vast forever one
graud, sweet song. 1

UK FLOifiiVti RRtflKL.

Confirmation Ncit cm by ike Right R«r.
DUhop L,iiiliJo)iu-A lle.er bat In-
teivniia.;* Coiiyrmatioa.
The floating Churcli of Our Saviour for seamen,

moored at the foot of l\ke s;rect Kast rivor, was
yesterday afternoon filled to overflowing by a hetero¬
geneous multitude, drawn together to witness 'he
administration of the

apos roue kit.:
of confirmation by tlie Riitht He v. Bishop Littio-
john, ol I.ong Inland. It being kuowu throughout
the neighborhood for w-h'kh past that the ceremony
would take place, the denizens "of the district
were present in force, nud together made
up su h h congregation as is seldom seen
In the Uoatlug church. There were the rough
bearded seamen, who, In nuuy Instances, perhaps,

' foi the first time ha l visited a place of worship; ac¬
companying lilir was hla wile, wno, for the occa¬
sion. was d"cked in all the fluery that Jack could
buy her. Th re they were, 'longshoremen, whoaq
wondering glances betokened the interest they fell
in all that took place. Then cams the rourhs of the
neighborhood, whose accustomed haunis are the
corner rum shops. They were accompanied by their
girls, who came to inspect Hie devotees and laugh at
tiiuiu; but, once Insile the sacred structure, tho
solemnity of tncseeiieand the true devotion of those
whose menus were about to make a

PK'M 1I3JI'>N Ok' FAITH
dispelled any tendency to irreverence, and ttios«
wuo came to scoff remained to pray. Mingled with
tins mass of humanity wcro many from other con¬
gregations, whose interest in the cause of Chris¬
tianity led them thither. Their expensive raiment
made a singular cuiurust with tiie seedy, though
well brushed clothing ol tho others, but their pre¬
sence was hailed a? a ray of sunshlue by those
who arc too often considered outcasts. About
the door were thronged the little "Arabs"
who abound In Hiich neighborhoods. Their
curiosity wai awakened by the immense at¬
tendance, and though they were Ignorant or all
that was going on they remained ubout the entranoe
and appeared to be interested. Altogether, the vari¬
ous elements betuu considered, the congregation
was a mo.si devout one, and one from which men? a
more pretentious church could take a lesson.
The regular afternoon services were conducted bythe pastor, the Kev. it ibert W. L -wis, at me conclu

sion of which he cxtouded an Invitation to all pre¬sent to call at the mission rooms, In nice street, and
nuke use of tho library. To all who were not pos-
se-f -:d of a copy of the Holy .scriptures he offered to
present one, tuiit thov might always have the

WORD or CiOl)
with them to refer to in times ot danger, and therebygain new strength and co irage. lie spoke of the
many uiillculites that were encountered in the re¬ligious work ol thai particular parish. The prefa¬tory work ol continuation, which Is usually the labor
ot u year, he said had to be done in a few months,tor, on account of the occupation ot those Composingthe congiegntton, they are hero to-day and gone to¬
morrow. At the conclusion of the pastor's remarks
the congregation stood up and united lu

A iONO Ot' PltAlSE,
In which the deep bass of the manner and tholighter notes ot me women were blended togetherin harmony. When ihc Ian notes had died awayand tnc people had resumed their seats HisbopLitUejohn arose and. in a voice tremulous with emo¬
tion, uddre^cd the assemblage. He said that uotlong ago (iod had led hnu to this beautiful sanctu¬
ary, and 11 was his privilege then tr address them
with words of promise, winoii he trusted had notbeen forgotten. On that occasion he had prepared
a sermon, but he had not proceeded one-half
way with lis delivery when his own heartand the leeling exulbite I by Ins hearers told him a
sermon was out of placo, stale and unprovable, and
inadequate to do justice to the sentiments lie wished
to convey. A lew moments ago he had thought to
go to the desk and prcaca a sermon, but now I19would claim the privilege of standing in front of hfx
hearers, to look them lace to face, and speak to
thorn the wor is of hH heart.
The present occasion u more than ft person would

at llrst suppose.
TttK PACRRD P.ITK

about to be administered is no modern Innovation,or a ceremony of the nineteenth century, hut it is
as old as the Apostles, and Is handed down to us as
a ceremonial of the church from Its most primitivedoys. Tho bishop spoke or the Joy that should bethe lot ef those who were about to l>e confirmed,and enjoined those ptc eut to prollt by the example.There are mmy persons, ne said, who go about thoworld and their own homes and throw about thismatter of personal religion such a degree o|pi/story that they Keep others away. It is truelucre 13 * mystery in every thing. There Is mysteryIn the sunbeam; 2" 1110 ray 01 light thai shines from
heaven; in ihe stars in the dioument; there Is a
great mystery hidden in tho drop or water and theatom of earth; aud wuo has ever solved the greatmystery or (iod's providence to man V The myatcryyet remains, but the Word or God is given lu aucUclear, unmistakable language, tu a

1I1K r«)Oil WAY I'AKKK,even though he be a lool, must hear and understand

tcomimD oirSiflixa paam


